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The surveyor must recognise that sidings off main passenger
lines carry considerable catastrophe hazards, and surveys there-
fore need to be undertaken with the utmost caution.
Foul Berthing Risks
Many third party policies exclude all berthing risks which may
arise out of the ownership or occupation of wharves, quays, and
docks, but occasionally requests are received for their inclusion.
The risk lies in damage which may be caused to vessels moored
to the particular wharf, quay, or dock, by reason of the uneven
settlement of a vessel when the tide goes out, caused by an
uneven bed. A report by a marine surveyor is desirable, but for
ordinary purposes it is necessary to consider the tonnage of any
vessel likely to visit the wharf; the frequency with which vessels
are moored there; the means which have been taken to provide
a proper bed upon which vessels may rest and the precautions
which are taken to maintain the bed in a proper state. It may
be that damage can be caused by materials spilled while unload-
ing and if such material is not removed from the berth after
each unloading there may be serious consequences. The depths
of water at low and high tides (particularly at spring tides) and
the depth of water drawn by vessels using the wharf are
important.
Foul berthing may result in the breaking of a vessel's back,
with a heavy claim upon the insurers, who must not overlook the
fact that the marine underwriters, upon receipt of a claim for
such damage, will at once seek indemnity by subrogation from
the owner of the wharf suspected of causing the damage.
COMMON RISKS
The following summaries of special features to be observed
in relation to certain common risks may prove of value as indi-
cations of the general lines upon which third party reports are
usually prepared.
Retail Shops
The number and wages of employees—risks inherent in the
particular trade—pieces of fat, or other materials on floors (for
example, butchers and fishmongers)—risk of damage to cus-
tomers' clothing by projecting nails in packing cases, or by
articles exhibited (butter and the like in grocery stores)—risk of
injury to customers by falling articles which may be attached to
ceilings or arranged for show in perilous mounds (ironmongers
and general stores)—conditions of premises, forecourts, stairways,

